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Section Text

San Francisco Bay is the ancestral homeland of 
many indigenous peoples, including the Ohlone, 

Patwin, and Coast and Bay Miwok.

S. Bezalel



Regional Monitoring Program for Water 
Quality in San Francisco Bay (RMP)

Collect data and communicate information about 
water quality in San Francisco Bay in support of 
management decisionsStakeholders

RegulatorsScientists



We sample both 
legacy and 
emerging 
contaminants in
many different 
parts of the 
environment
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The RMP’s World-
Class Monitoring



RMP Communication



Let’s Warm Up By Hearing from You

menti.com Code: 2170 6332

http://menti.com


The Pulse of the Bay

Signature communication product 
produced in even years with a 
theme

Makes important information on 
Bay water quality accessible

Ask for hard copies!



The RMP Update

Produced in odd years

Focus is RMP activities

RMP stakeholders are the 
audience



Annual Meeting

In-person and virtual daylong 
event in October

Talks on latest water quality 
information



RMP e-Updates

Quarterly newsletter

Links to general articles explaining 
findings, latest news, events, 
technical reports/studies, & more

www.sfei.org/content/rmp-e-updates



RMP Website
sfei.org



RMP Website
sfei.org



RMP Website

Houses lots of information (continuing to improve and build 
out)

sfei.org/RMP



CD3

Dashboard and data portal 
aggregating nearly a million RMP 
records (and other 
records—almost 8 million total)

Undergoes regular 
improvements and updates

cd3.sfei.org



Fact Sheets & Plain Language Summaries



Social Media

RMP uses SFEI’s accounts

More than 5,000 followers 
across five platforms

LinkedIn is largest platform, but 
plan to expand and refine 
content on others this summer



Works In Progress

Leveraging the 2024 Pulse 

CECs mini-fact sheets 

Summary slides 
stakeholders can draw 
on—please let me know if 
you’d like to view and give 
feedback on this!



Coffee Chats for More Feedback

Opportunity to gain more 
insight than survey allows

$10 courtesy for stakeholders 
(you!) who share thoughts on 
the RMP’s communication in an 
informal conversation (virtual or 
in person)



Please reach out with 

questions and ideas!

sierrag@sfei.org

All photos in presentation my own unless otherwise credited

mailto:sierrag@sfei.org


New Sediment Findings in SF Bay



Anticipating the Next Silent Spring

Martin Pot

Reactionary 
monitoring

Anticipatory 
monitoring



Challenging to look ahead

Chemical 
product

Contaminant 
X

Robert 
Lowe



Also called “contaminants of emerging concern” (CECs)

Unregulated or under-regulated

Can enter the environment and harm people and wildlife

Not typically monitored

Emerging Contaminants





Non-targeted analysis

Non-targeted 
monitoring

Non-targeted 
monitoring

Non-targeted 
monitoring

Targeted 
monitoring



Non-targeted analysis

Can: Help detect tens of 
thousands of chemicals 

Give rough trends across 
samples

Can’t: Find everything 

Tell us exact concentrations
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In 2018, we 
sampled sediment 
at 20 sites

Focused on South Bay 
and Lower South Bay



We processed the samples to find 
molecular “fingerprints”

And detected almost 700 unique compounds



To the (digital) library!

Our scientists combed through global chemical 
databases to find molecular matches

And found…





Tire & vehicle derived

Disinfectants

Preservatives

Pesticides

Combustion byproducts

Detergents

Most chemicals we detected 
are in groups* we already monitor

Personal care & cleaning product 
ingredients

Pharmaceuticals & drugs

Plastic additives

Flame retardants

& more



Synthetic Dyes are in textiles 
and many other products

More than 10,000 in use today

Never been studied in SF Bay

Two new chemical groups of interest



Siloxanes have been widely 
used in many products since 
the 1940s

Suspected to enter the aquatic 
environment mainly through 
use and down-the-drain 
disposal of personal care 
products

Two new chemical groups of interest



Results inform future monitoring

https://www.sfei.org/documents/contaminants-emerging-concern-san-francisco
-bay-strategy-future-investigations-2024

● Few surprises in sediment strengthens 
confidence in existing RMP monitoring 

● Synthetic dyes and siloxanes could be 
studied further



Learn More

Fact sheet
← 

Report
→

https://www.sfei.org/bibcite/reference/3553 https://www.sfei.org/documents/application-non-targeted-ana
lysis-inform-emerging-contaminants-monitoring-san-francisco


