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WHAT ARE PFAS?

PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances) are humanmade, 
“forever” chemicals used in many 
common household products 
including cookware, clothing, and 
personal care products. Known for 
their strong chemical bonds, PFAS 
can build up in the environment 
and our bodies over time, harming 
the planet and our health.
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ONE-QUARTER  OF CALIFORNIANS HAVE 
HEARD ABOUT PFAS RECENTLY

Have you heard, read, or seen anything recently 
regarding PFAS, a specific kind of  contaminant that 
may be found in homes and the environment, including 
some water supplies? 

Only 5% of  Californians have 
heard a great deal about PFAS



2 IN 5 SAY THEY ARE FAMILIAR WI TH PRODUCTS 
CON TAINING PFAS - A SIMILAR PROPORTION IS 
“VERY CONCERNED” ABOUT THE ISSUE

ASKED OF THOSE WHO HAD HEARD OF PFAS
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Are you familiar with which products 
contain PFAS?

How concerned are you about PFAS in 
general?



BACKGROUND INFORMATION PROVIDED

PFAS are humanmade chemicals that have been in commercial use since the 1940s and are 
abundant in today’s society. They are used to create many common non-stick, water- and 
stain-resistant, or non-flammable household products, like cookware, furniture, clothing, 
carpets, cosmetics, and food packaging. Although the US has banned some types of PFAS, 
there are still over 5,000 types in use.

Due to the widespread use of PFAS, scientists have found these pollutants all over the globe, 
in water, air, soil, animals, and people. PFAS are sometimes called forever chemicals 
because they can build up in the environment and our bodies over time, harming the planet 
and our health. Studies have shown exposure to certain levels of PFAS may lead to 
increased cancer risk, developmental delays in children, and interference with the body’s 
natural hormones and immune response.

5



6

AF TER HEARING MORE ABOUT PFAS,  
A MAJORI T Y IS “EX TREMELY”  OR “VERY 
CONCERNED”



A MAJORIT Y OF VOTERS IN EVERY REGION OF 
THE STATE FINDS PFAS “VERY CONCERNING”
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VOTERS WI TH LOWER INCOMES ARE 
MORE CONCERNED THAN THOSE 
WI TH HIGHER INCOMES



VOTERS ARE MOST CONCERNED BY DEVELOPMEN TAL 
DELAYS IN CHILDREN,  INCREASED RISK OF CANCER,  
AND IN TERFERENCE WI TH THE IMMUNE SYSTEM

9



10

MOST OF THOSE WHO HAVE HEARD ABOUT 
PFAS REPORT RECALLING INFORMAT ION 
ABOUT HEALTH RISKS

20%

13%

13%

11%

11%

7%

4%

3%

2%

PFAS/forever chemicals/chemicals/contamination

Health concerns/high risk/deadly to the human body

Safety/dangerous/toxic

Can be found everywhere/common/exists

Poor water quality/in water supply

General negative

Products have it

Internet/online

Cleanliness/purity/filter

What have you heard, seen or read about PFAS recently? 
(Open-ended; Asked of Those Who Have Heard of PFAS Recently, n=172)



WOMEN ARE MORE LIKELY THAN 
MEN TO EXPRESS CONCERN

Concern About PFAS by Gender & Age



LATINOS ARE ESPECIALLY LIKELY 
TO EXPRESS CONCERN

Concern About PFAS by Race/Ethnicity
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M E SS AG E S  D E SC R I B I N G  P FAS  AS  A  F O R E V E R  C H E M I CA L ,
T H E  AVA I L A B I L I T Y  O F  S A F E R  A LT E R N AT I V E S,  A N D  H E A LT H  
I M PAC T S  R E SO N AT E  V E R Y  S T RO N G LY  A M O N G  V O T E RS



SCIENTISTS AND DOCTORS TOP THE LIST OF 
MOST-TRUSTED MESSENGERS ON PFAS



MANUFACTURERS ARE THE MOST WIDELY 
DISTRUSTED ENTIT Y ON THE ISSUE



VOTERS OFFER BROAD AND STRONG 
SUPPORT FOR ALL THE POLICY PROPOSALS 
TO ADDRESS PFAS



PFAS LEGISLATION IN CALIFORNIA

2022 AB 2247 – Labeling PFAS in Products – Governor vetoed

2023 AB 727 – PFAS in Cleaning Products Ban – Governor vetoed

2024 SB 903 – PFAS Non-essential Use Ban – died in committee

2025 SB 682 – PFAS Non-essential Use Ban –  Governor vetoed
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PFAS TOOLKIT
Resources to raise awareness about PFAS and their 

impacts to our health and environment



PFAS 411  PUBLIC 
EDUCAT ION TOOLKI T
P FAS 41 1 .O RG
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• Newsletter Articles

• Infographics

• Videos



SOCIAL MEDIA
I N T RO  T O  P FAS
E N G L I S H  &  S PA N I S H
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SOCIAL MEDIA
E N V I RO N M E N TA L  I M PAC T S  &  TA K I N G  AC T I O N
E N G L I S H  &  S PA N I S H
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PFAS INFOGRAPHIC
E N G L I S H  &  S PA N I S H
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PFAS ARTICLES
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PFAS VIDEO
W H AT  A R E  P FAS ?
E N G L I S H  &  S PA N I S H
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PFAS VIDEO
AWA R E N E SS  V I D E O  
SOC I A L  M E D I A  R E E L
E N G L I S H  &  S PA N I S H



PFAS VIDEO
F O R E V E R  C H E M I CA LS  I N  Y OU R  H O M E
E N G L I S H  &  S PA N I S H
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PFAS VIDEO
F O R E V E R  
C H E M I CA LS  I N  
Y OU R  H O M E
E N G L I S H  &  
S PA N I S H



WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
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PFAS TOOLKIT

• Newsletter Articles

• Infographics

• Social Media Graphics
• Series 1: Introduction to PFAS
• Series 2: Environmental 

Impacts & Taking Action

• Videos

• English and Spanish 
translations

PFAS411.ORG
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