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Welcoming the Bay 
Area Biosolids 
Coalition into BACWA



• For many years the BACWA Biosolids Committee and 
Bay Area Biosolids Coalition existed concurrently

• In ~2020 the BACWA Biosolids Committee went on 
hiatus

• In recent years, BABC’s focus broadened beyond 
regional planning, and membership interest broadened 
in turn

• In March 2025 the Coalition became a Committee!

BACWA Biosolids Committee
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Coalition formed to address threats to land 
application and state actions on climate change

2004 2008 2012 2016 2020 2024 2028

2025 75% 
Organics Diversion 
from Landfills

2004 Bay Area 
Agencies form 
Coalition to discuss 
feasibility of a 
Regional Facility

2006 AB 32 Global Warming Solutions Act is signed mandating 1990 GHG 
levels by 2020 statewide and targeting 80% below 1990 GHG levels by 2050

2008 Coalition 
brands itself as Bay 
Area Biosolids to 
Energy (BAB2E) 
Coalition 

2016 rebranded as
Bay Area
Biosolids Coalition 

2014 AB 1594 signed to remove credit from the use of 
green waste in ADC

2016 SB 32 signed mandating statewide GHG 
levels reduce 40% below 1990 levels by 2030
2016 SB 1383 signed mandating methane 
reduction and organics diversion by 2025, 
defining ADC as disposal

2018 EO B-55-18 Carbon Neutrality by 2045
(recognizes importance of land management)

2018 SB 100 signed mandating 100% Clean 
Energy by 2045
2018 SB 1440 signed mandating 
consideration of biomethane procurement
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BAB Coalition’s Current Goals

Vision 
(Why is the Coalition doing it?)

Create a Bay Area region where all biosolids are beneficially used and recognized as an 
environmental asset.

Communicate the value of biosolids for the purposes of increasing 
understanding, support, and market demand for biosolids 

Advance independent scientific research on the safety and efficacy of 
biosolids to inform science-based regulations, guidelines and best 
management practices

Support and expand biosolids land application in the Bay Area

Support the development of diverse, cost-effective, and reliable all-weather 
biosolids projects for the Bay Area 

Goals
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1. Communicate the Value of Biosolids
Bayareabiosolids.org
Analytics: 
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Background2. Advance Scientific Research

• Previous research funding/collaborations:
̶ 2017-2018: UC-Merced Research of Carbon Sequestration from 

Biosolids Land App – $50,000
̶ 2020-2023: UC-Davis Research Evaluating Potential Plant 

Uptake of PFAS – $64,500
̶ 2022-2023: VT C-Sequestration Meta-Analysis – Indirect 

(member participation in review)
̶ National Collaborative PFAS Study, Phase I Potential for PFAS 

Migration to GW – $25,000
̶ EPA Evaluation of Pollutants in Biosolids – Member 

participation
̶ Biosolids Emissions Assessment Model (BEAM) – $5,000 
̶ EPA STAR Research Potential for PFAS Uptake and 

Bioaccumulation – PM and member participation in Technical 
and Community Engagement Advisory Committees

Available funds:
 ~$137,000 of discretionary funds.
 ~$30,000 accruing in FY25 (2024-2025). 
 ~$167,000 total.

Total Discretionary Funds to 
Research to Date: $144,500 



• Regulations – PFAS (US EPA):
̶ Water Systems PFAS Liability Protection Act

• Goal is to protect water and wastewater treatment plants from liability under CERCLA
• H.R. 1267 introduced on 2/12/2025 

̶ Other regulations that could indirectly impacts POTWs:
• Clean Water Act Effluent Limitations Guidelines and Standards for PFAS 

Manufacturers Under the Organic Chemicals, Plastics and Synthetic Fibers Point 
Source Category

• Human Health Water Quality Criteria

• Messaging shared condition of residential PFAS loads (not industrially 
impacted)

3. Support Expansion of Biosolids Land Application



• In 2020 regulatory and scientific interest in wetlands 
restoration and biosolids land application in the 
North Bay

• Joint effort with strong involvement from Bay Area 
Biosolids Coalition

• Collaborative workshops
• Data review

̶ Biosolids metals levels meet wetlands criteria with a few 
exceptions

̶ More data needed
• End result: white paper (2022) and increased 

collaboration

Local Action When Needed
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Knowledge Sharing

July 2023
August 2023
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Knowledge Sharing, cont.

• Agency-to-Agency discussion of biosolids 
handling contracts, capital projects
• Timing
• Capacity
• Pricing

• Ongoing technology review
• Recent presentation from Bluum Bio
• Coming soon – presentation on foam 

fractionation!

• Join us! Next meeting virtual, info will come 
via BACWA
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