
The 
Pesticides 
Challenge 

 100s of Pesticides used and discharged

 Many pass through POTWs

 Some exhibit aquatic toxicity as low as ng/L

 Toxicity in CA surface waters nearly always linked to current pesticides

 May present a potable reuse/RO concentrate disposal challenge

 POTW treatment changes unrealistic 

 State law prohibits local pesticide regulation



How Does 
BAPPG Tackle 

Pesticides?

 Pesticides Workgroup

 Public Outreach 



BACWA’s Pesticide Workgroup is 
proactive on pesticides

• Identify and support monitoring programs
• Identify key scientific research
• Use those findings to  inform science-based pesticide 

regulatory programs 

Monitoring 
partnerships 
(RMP, DPR, 

SFEI)

• Coordinate with CASQA to track regulatory activity
• Advocate for POTWs concerns
• Educate regulators about POTWs & CWA

• Formal: Letters to EPA/DPR
• Informal: Meetings & science conferences

Regulatory 
engagement

Professional 
and community 

engagement

• Identify specific indoor uses and less-toxic alternatives
• Reach out to relevant professionals
• Coordinate messages with CASQA’s Our Water Our World
• Inform Regional Outreach

Pesticides
 Workgroup



BAPPG Flea & 
Tick Outreach

oResponsive display 
and video ads

o > 2M 
impressions, 
14.7k clicks
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Outreach describes how on-pet and 
indoor flea/tick treatments transfer 

from pets to hands & home to sewer 
systems and San Francisco Bay

Indoor pet 
flea 

control 
product 

Washing of 
pets, 

hands, pet 
bedding, 

floors, 
carpets, 

and  
clothing

Transport 
to sanitary 

sewer 
system

Discharge 
to water 

body, 
recycled 

water, 
and/or 

biosolids
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Veterinary 
Engagement 

    

• Connect with the veterinary 
community 
• Conferences, surveys

• Palo Alto launched an ad 
campaign on flea and tick 
medication issues
• Online ad campaign
• Rack card

• Collaborated with Pets In 
Need (PIN) and trained vet 
staff

• Created toolkits for BACWA 
members
• Veterinary Toolkit
• Public Toolkit



Expanding 
BAPPG’s 
Efforts 

Veterinary Community Outreach

 Connect with the veterinary and regulatory community 
through BACWA Pesticide Committee (more from 
Stephanie in the future)

 BAPPG or other individual agencies could replicate the Palo 
Alto pilot with their veterinary offices and shelters
 Toolkits and flyers available online

 Coordinate outreach with regional vet chains

General Public Outreach 

 This could potentially include regular online ad campaigns, 
press releases, and story coverage (as was done in the past)



Thank you!
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