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2025
75% diversion of organic 

waste from landfills to 

reduce methane emissions

(SB 1383)

Landfills no longer 

guarantee acceptance of 

biosolids as alternative 

daily cover or disposal

2045
Statewide 

Carbon 

Neutrality

(Executive Order 

B-55-18)

2030
40% below

1990 GHG

levels

(SB 32)

Driver: SB 32 mandates CA GHG emissions be 

reduced by 40% below 1990 levels by 2030

2019
Today
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SB 1383 (2016) will implement methane 

reducing strategies

• 40% methane reduction by 2030 
(relative to 2013 levels)

• Organic waste diversion from landfills 
(includes biosolids, digestate, and sludges)

− 50% by 2020 (relative to 2014 levels)

− 75% by 2025 (relative to 2014 levels)

• CEC/CPUC to incentivize biogas production/use

CASA estimated POTWs could accept at least 75% 
of food waste currently landfilled

Adoption in 2020 – Effective 2022 – Enforceable 2024
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SWRCB Climate Change Resolution & RWQCBs

• Water Boards to play a “…collaborative and substantive 
leadership role in promoting water measures that mitigate
GHG emissions and contribute to adaptation to the effects 
of climate change…”

30 actions to address:

I. Reducing GHG Emissions

II. Improving Ecosystem Resilience

III. Responding to Climate Change Impacts

IV. Relying on Sound Modeling and Analyses

V. Funding

VI. Outreach

VII. Administration



F
il
e
n

a
m

e
.p

p
t/

5

SWRCB’s Climate Change Resolution seeks 

action to mitigate & adapt to impacts

• Division of Water Quality (DWQ, wastewater) & Regional 
Water Boards called to develop and implement ARB’s SLCP 
Reduction Strategy and SB 1383 regulations:

− “DWQ to collaborate with Regional Water Boards, ARB, CalRecycle, 
and California Department of Food and Agriculture, to assess 
opportunities for reducing methane emissions from landfills 
through organic waste diversion, and co-digestion at existing 
or new anaerobic digesters, or through composting, while 
achieving water quality objectives.” 
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SWRCB used grant funds to lead Co-Digestion Capacity 
Analysis of CA Municipal WWTPs (2018-2019)

• Purpose:
“Enable the Water Board to work with wastewater agencies, local 
governments, community members and other stakeholders to inform 
approaches to better coordinate and cost-effectively maximize
organic waste diversion from landfills, co-digestion at 
wastewater treatment plants, and beneficial biogas and 
biosolids utilization.”
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All tasks are were completed and the final report 
was submitted to SWRCB end of July 2019

1. Estimated food waste disposal in 2025 and 2030 

2. Assessed existing capacity without

rehab/modifications 

3. Assessed capacity in 2025 & 2030 

without & with rehab/modifications

4. Assessed methane emissions 

5. Additional Topics:

- Investigated opportunities and barriers at small- to medium-sized facilities

- Examined pilot/demonstration facilities that have already operated

SWRCB staff reviewing and 
will release the document to 

the public by end of 2019!
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Questions?


