	Collection Systems Committee Report to BACWA Board
	Collection Systems Committee Meeting on: 5/12/16
Executive Board Meeting Date: 5/20/16
Committee Chair: Lenny Rather


Committee Request for Board Action:  None
36 attendees

	Presentation on Sewer System Audit
Lenny Rather of Oro Loma Sanitary District gave a presentation covering the agency’s recent audit by Region 2 staff.  The presentation covered the timeline for preparing for and following up after the audit.  Oro Loma staff used the checklist provided by Region 2 staff and developed it into a presentation for the day of the audit about Oro Loma’s program.  The presentation was followed by a discussion among agencies about the differences in their audit experiences, which were mainly attributable to the different Region 2 staff performing the audit.

	Private Sewer Lateral Programs

· Private Sewer Lateral Survey – The committee went over the results of the survey (summary attached), and agreed that they can be shared with the Regional Water Board.  Any agency that does not wish to share their data should contact Lorien Fono.

· CCMP Update – Action 61 in the 2016 CCMP Update (attached) addresses prevention of raw sewage discharges to the Bay.  Part of the Action pertains to dumping from boats in Marinas, and the other concerns private sewer lateral and ordinances for repair.  The committee is concerned that SFEP does not have the knowledge to develop the tasks required by Action 61, and the committee is considering discussing the actions with SFEP staff.  Lorien Fono will contact SFEP staff for a better understanding of how they plan to implement the tasks.

	Citizen Lawsuits
The Regional Water Board is considering offering agencies penalties as protection against third party lawsuits for SSOs, if they can demonstrate that they are “well performing” collection systems.  They do not have the staff resources to enforce upon each agency that has an SSO, and need help in having the necessary information to develop an enforcement action in the 60 days after an NOI is issued to a “well performing” collection system by a third party. They have asked BACWA to develop metrics to define “well-performing” collection systems.
The Committee has decided that they are not going to develop the metrics. This project is potentially a significant effort and will not necessarily lead to protection against third-party lawsuits.  For example, Sonoma County Water Agency reported that they were issued a penalty by the Regional Water Board, and were still sued by RiverWatch. The committee does not object if the Executive Board wishes to pursue this strategy with other resources. 

	News Items

· Monterey Regional Water Pollution Control Agency to pay $298,958 in penalties for sewage spill into Monterey Bay 

	Announcements of Upcoming Training, Conferences, and Meetings

· CWEA SF Bay Section training holds ongoing collection systems meetings and training events. The summer meeting will be held July 29-30. 

· Maintenance Superintendents Association Meeting - Sept 5-9, 2016 at the Berkeley Marina. They also have a monthly workshop schedule.

	Succession Planning

Justin Waples of Central Contra Costa Sanitary District volunteered to be the new committee chair beginning after the July 2016 Committee meeting.  Erin Smith of the City of Alameda would like to continue as committee vice-chair.

	Next Collection System Committee Meeting

Our next committee meeting will be held on July 14, at 1:30 PM, at the Marina Community Center in San Lorenzo. Note the change in venue. Jim Fisher at the State Water Board has been invited to present at the meeting.


