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What is the Process?

1. Submit ROWD
– Forms
– Chronic toxicity screening results
– “13267” sampling results – effluent and ambient
– Preliminary RPA (optional)
– Other information, such as antidegradation

analysis, dilution study, and/or NFAA for blending

2. Kick-off Meeting
3. Review/Check RPA
4. Review and comment on Administrative Draft



Process, continued

5. Review and comment on Tentative Order
6. Review revised Tentative Order in Board 

package (one week before adoption)
7. Prepare for Board Hearing
8. Attend Board Hearing
9. Initiate compliance tracking system –

chronological and/or graphical
– Routine reports
– Special study reports
– Other activities



http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/index.shtml
Click on “NPDES Wastewater Permits Issuance/Reissuance Schedule”
(under “Announcements”)

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/index.shtml�


Other Regional Permit Actions

 Mercury Watershed Permit
– Effective March 1, 2008
– Amendment to add PCBs being developed

 Attachment G Permit Amendment 
for dioxin compliance, standard provisions

– Effective March 1, 2010

 Copper and Cyanide Permit Amendment 
to implement Cu and CN site-specific objectives

– Effective April 1, 2010

 Attachment H Permit Amendment 
to reduce pretreatment reporting

– Expected within next 6-8 months



Tips for Success

 Understand schedule for permit adoption 
process

 Think ahead about who in your agency should 
engage

 Recognize that you might not have much time 
to review an RPA or an admin draft – be 
ready

 Read your draft permit, make sure you 
understand it and ask questions 

 Permits are long documents -- read the draft 
permit in chunks to make it manageable



More Tips

 Be prepared to quickly conduct special 
analyses during the permit renewal 
process, if necessary:
Examples:
– Modifications to dilution study
– Translator analysis
– Salinity analysis
– Data quality analysis



Still More Tips

 If your permit isn’t on the consent calendar, 
use testimony to highlight positive aspects 
of your agency

 Remember – you need to have a good 
working relationship with Regional Water 
Board staff beyond permit renewal

During Permit Term:
 Be sure to keep track of deadlines in your 

permit 
 Be sure to check data quality regularly
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