Report to BACWA Board from AIR Committee 

(September 2009)


	Document Control
	Prepared by Sarah Merrill (Project Engineer)
Reviewed by Jim Sandoval (Project Manager) and Stephanie Cheng (Committee Chair)


	Committee Request for Board Action
	None at this time.


	CWCCG Update
	Summary
The California Wastewater Climate Change Group (CWCCG) has  hired CH2M HILL to provide technical support services and wastewater industry advocacy on climate change issues on behalf of the CWCCG. BACWA, SCAP, CVCWA, and CASA raised a combined totally of $150,000 to support the contract, which is being managed by CASA.
Status

· August 25, 2009 – Chartering and strategy session to develop CWCCG priorities and focus on industry strategy for exclusion from a cap-and-trade system.
· CWCCG will continue to operate under the daily direction of a Core Steering Committee (CSC) made up of the air committee chairs from each region (BACWA, SCAP, CVCWA), plus a representative from CASA. CWCCG direction will be established by a Policy Committee made up of 5 SCAP members, 5 BACWA members, 2 CVCWA members and up to 4 CASA members.
· Consultant efforts currently focused on
· Feedback on the first round of Mandatory GHG Emissions reporting that took place this summer; and 
· Developing a strategy for exclusion from a cap & trade program. 
· CWCCG continues to have monthly meetings after Tri-TAC.
Contacts

For more information please contact: Stephanie Cheng (510-287-1337) or Randy Schmidt (925-229-7333)



	CARB update: Mandatory GHG Reporting 
	Status
· BACWA AB-32 Mandatory Reporting Workshop was held on April 28, 2009
· Reports due June 1, 2009
· September 4, 2009 - Comment letter submitted to ARB regarding reporting process issues and suggestions generated by Workshop participants and AIR Committee members during and after the Workshop
Committee Actions Pending

ARB response to Committee letter pending.
More info
General Information: http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/reporting/ghg-rep/ghg-rep.htm 


	CARB update: Cap-and-Trade Program updates
	Status
· TBD—cap requirement & opportunity for selling GHG offsets

Projected Program Timeline:
• November 2009: Preliminary draft regulation to be released

• March/April 2010: Next draft regulation to be released

• November 2010: Final regulation adopted by ARB
• 2012: C&T program begins

• Extensive public process throughout
Committee Actions Pending

None

More Info
Please see the following website for further details: http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/capandtrade/capandtrade.htm 


	CEQA Update: GHG Thresholds of Significance
	Summary
The OPR is establishing framework for new CEQA climate change requirements.  ARB was asked to make quantitative standard recommendations for CEQA GHG-related thresholds of significance.
Status

· October 24, 2008 – Preliminary Draft Staff Proposal released

· July 3, 2009 – the Natural Resource Agency began rulemaking procedure, comment period opened

· August 18 & 20, 2009 – Public Hearings

· January 1, 2010 – Deadline for guidelines to be certified and adopted
Committee Actions Pending

None
More info
Overview: http://opr.ca.gov/index.php?a=ceqa/index.html 
Comment Process: http://ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/guidelines/ 


	
	

	CA News: AB 118 – The AQIP Funding Plan
	Background
The AQIP will provide about $50 million per year for grants to fund clean vehicles and equipment, air quality research, and workforce training
Status

• On April 24, 2009, the Board adopted the AQIP Guidelines and approved the AQIP Funding Plan for Fiscal Year 2009-10
Future Committee
Opportunities
Possible future opportunity for lobbying to obtain funding for digester emissions and cogeneration research.
More Info

http://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/aqip/aqip.htm 


	EPA News: Water System Adaptation Partnership Act
	Background
• H.R. 2969, The Water System Adaptation Partnerships Act of 2009

• Would establish a competitive grant program at the EPA specifically to support water, wastewater, and stormwater facilities in addressing climate change issues:

- Water quality

- Energy efficiency

- Renewable energy

- Water reuse

- Green Infrastructure
Status

· June 19, 2009 – Bill was introduced by Rep. Lois Capps (D-CA)
· June 22, 2009 – Bill referred to the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment
More Info
http://www.nacwa.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=32&Itemid=104 


	EPA Update: Draft Mandatory Reporting of GHGs
	Status

Proposed Rule publication: April 10, 2009
- Final rule still being developed
Applicability to WWTPs

• Reporting for General Stationary Combustion above 25,000 MT CO2-e/yr (section 98.2)

• Wastewater Treatment section focuses on industrial, not municipal wastewater treatment
• Biogenic emissions not included in emissions total/ reporting threshold

• No electricity generation or cogeneration reporting requirements or any combustion emissions below 25,000 MTCO2-e/yr similar those in CA
CWCCG Comment Letter Update

· [Include letter date]CWCCG issued a comment letter to the EPA regarding:


- exclude essential public services from GSC


- delegate program to CARB to eliminate burden of double reporting


- Biogenic emission sources excluded—supported!


-  Exclusion of lower threshold Title V entities—supported!
More info
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/ghgrulemaking.html 



	EPA Update: NESHAP for RICE Proposed Amendments
	Status
· March 3, 2009 – Proposed National Emissions Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) for Reciprocating Combustion Engines, includes Landfill/Digester engines
· August 19, 2009 – AIR Committee submitted comment letter regarding the proposed rule to the U.S. EPA

· August 20, 2009 - EPA responded to AIR Comments, asking for further member feedback

· AIR Response to EPA request – currently pending
More Info

http://www.epa.gov/ttn/atw/rice/ricepg.html



	BAAQMD News: Carl Moyer Grant Funds
	Status
- April 15, 2009: $20 million in grant money through the Carl Moyer Program became available

-  July 2009: Additional $2.4 million available for small on-road fleets of 3 or less

- To date: ~ $13 million has been allocated to eligible projects

     > Note: First come, first served – applications still being accepted

Applicability

- Approximately $9 million dollars are still available for diesel emission reduction projects.

- Grant money can be used for fleet retrofitting and replacement

- Highest priority given to the following communities: Concord, E. San Francisco, Redwood City/East Palo Alto, Richmond/San Pablo, San Jose, and W. Alameda County
More Info

Grant applications can be found at: www.baaqmd.gov/moyer 
Grants Hotline: (415) 749-4994



	BACWA AIR Committee Meetings
	Most recent AIR meeting - Wednesday, July 15th, 2009   
Next AIR Meeting –  October 21st, 2009   

CH2M HILL Oakland Office, 10:00am – 1:00pm
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