Potential Impediments to Implementing Stormwater Diversions
Primary Concerns/Impediments

¢ Some POTWs do not have statutory authority to treat stormwater

e Once implemented, agencies may not be allowed to dismantle the diversion in the future

e Loss of capacity for future growth

e Responsibility and liability for diversions in the case of failure, overflow, etc.

e Capital and O&M costs

¢ Ability to limit the flow to the plant

e Violation of permit limits due to pass-through of pollutants in stormwater

e Triggering of reasonable potential for a new constituent

e Potential to exceed wasteload allocation for constituents with TMDLs

e Potential to violate toxicity limits or triggers due to unknown constituents in stormwater

e Increased loading, due to increased flow, of constituents such as nutrients that cannot
be reduced below a biologically-determined minimum concentration. Hydraulic loads
from stormwater may lower percentage removals in treatment processes by interference
(e.g. reduced sludge retention time)

e Impact on biosolids quality

¢ Reduced pollutant allocations to pretreatment program permitees

e Constituents in stormwater may cause treatment plant upset

¢ Maintenance of barscreens and pumping systems at treatment plant causing overflows
and failure of equipment due to solids, sand, silt, grit, rocks

e Increased difficulty in meeting removal rates for BOD with stormwater dilution

¢ WDRs and SSMPs would need to address additional flow and pumping to POTWs which
would affect collection and treatment plant design



e Possible challenges to activated sludge process with selection for different filaments
when treating stormwater and process changes for aeration and detention time with the
additional flows

e Chemical costs — chlorination and dechlorination and possible challenges to
enterococcus and coliform limits

e Several years of pretreatment and pollution prevention program refinement and targeting
of point sources of pollution and controllable sources and now that money and effort
would be wasted accepting non-point and uncontrollable sources of pollution

Secondary Impediments
e Potential to be regulated under the federal CSO Policy during wet weather

e Downstream water rights issues

¢ Potential explosion due to gasoline or other explosive liquid getting into stormwater
system

e Salt water intrusion from stormwater systems in low lying areas along the bay and
increased tide and bay water intrusion during storm events that would be toxic to
treatment process

e Salt water intrusion that would adversely affect water re-use option and make reclaimed
water impossible during periods when accepting stormwater to prevent damage to
membranes



