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About the BAPPG



 

A committee of the Bay Area Clean 
Water Agencies (BACWA)



 

A coalition of 44 Northern California 
wastewater agencies



 

Work together on common pollution 
issues of concern



 

Our motto is “Reuse, recycle…don’t 
reinvent the wheel!”



BAPPG Details



 

Members’ annual dues total ~$65K


 

Member agencies provide leadership 
and project management



 

Monthly Steering Committee and bi- 
monthly Main Committee Meetings



 

Pollutant prioritization exercise each 
September for next fiscal year 
priorities


 

BAPPG’s work plan is developed around 
these priorities



2009-2010 Projects
Mercury

Dental Mercury Program Training for Program Staff and Inspectors

Training & Outreach to Dental Hygienist and Dental Assistant Schools

FOG

Fog Inspector Training

Spanish Radio Ads

Asian Radio & Newspaper Outreach

Holiday Turkey Fryer Stickers & Posters at OSH and Home Depot

Pharmaceuticals
Regional Pharmaceutical Collection Campaign

Hospice Mail-back Pilot

Dioxin Chlorine-free Purchasing Policy

Copper Outreach and Presentations to Plumber Schools & Building Inspectors

Cyanide Inspector Training: Industrial Sources of Cyanide 

Pesticides Funding for “Our Water Our World”

 

Program

P2 Week Agency Coordination and Production of P2 Week Poster

BAPPG website Maintenance of BAPPG Website

Unplanned issues
Pesticide Regulatory Assistance for Pyrethroids Re-evaluation & FIFRA-

 
Clean Water Act Harmonization

Social Media Training



Regional Website



Pharmaceutical Projects


 

Regional medicine collection campaigns


 

Trainings – how to conduct a one-day collection 
event or how to establish an ongoing collection 
program



 

Flyers, website, paid advertising & media relations 



 

Results


 

36 agencies participated 



 

67 one-day or permanent collection sites



 

Collected 3,720 lb of pharmaceuticals



 

5 print stories, 3 radio interviews 
and one TV news piece 



 

9 radio stations aired free PSAs



 

400% increase in website hits 
during campaign



Pharmaceutical Projects



Pharmaceutical Projects



 

Hospice Medication Mail-Back Pilot


 

Funding to Teleosis Institute 


 

Outreach to hospice and long-term care 
facilities



 

Provide pilot mailers for families to 
dispose of unwanted medication



Copper Project



 

Teach best plumbing practices that 
reduce the potential for copper 
discharges to the sewer



 

Consultant provides presentations to  
plumbing apprenticeship programs 
throughout the Bay Area, outreach 
to building inspectors



Copper Project



Mercury Projects



 

Dental Mercury 
Training for Program 
Staff & Inspectors



 

Dental Program 
Brochure 



 

Dental Amalgam 
Separator List



 

Outreach to Bay Area 
Dental Hygienist & 
Assistant Schools



Mercury Projects



 

Dental Program 
Training


 

Program design


 

Permit examples & 
tracking



 

Dental Association 
outreach



 

Inspections & 
enforcement



Mercury Projects



Mercury Projects



 

Amalgam Separator List


 

Questionnaire


 

Lab Test Certificates


 

Testing within last 5 years


 

Removal efficiency ≥
 

95% 
at empty & full conditions



 

Manufacturing Assurance


 

O&M Manual


 

Local Contact Info



Mercury Projects



 

Outreach to Bay Area 
Dental Hygienist & 
Assistant Schools


 

Dental offices as a 
potential source of 
mercury pollution



 

Best management 
practices



 

Local program 
information 



Mercury Projects


 

Regional Mercury 
Thermometer 
Exchange


 

Training for POTW staff


 

Group purchase of 
digital replacement 
thermometers



 

Developed regional 
flyers & outreach 
materials



 

Conducted regional 
media outreach





Mercury Projects



 

Regional Mercury 
Thermometer Exchange


 

2007 Results


 

4,264 mercury thermometers


 

21 mercury thermostats


 

16 lbs of bottled elemental 
mercury



 

Total of 9.43 kg mercury 
collected



FOG Projects



 

Spanish Radio Ads


 

Remind listeners about proper disposal 
of FOG during the holiday season



 

Partner with top Bay Area Spanish Radio 
Stations



 

60 1-minute radio spots and ~50 PSAs

http://www.ocsd.com/environmental/fats_oils_and_grease_program_(fog)/default.asp


FOG Projects



 

Asian Radio Ads


 

31 one-minute radio spots


 

14 radio stations aired PSAs


 

3 five-minute interviews on KEAR


 

30-minute interview on Radio Disney


 

2 newsprint stories



FOG Projects



 

Turkey Fryer 
Outreach


 

Remind users to 
properly dispose of 
cooking oil.



 

Stickers and posters 


 

42 Home Depot 
stores



 

35 OSH stores





 

Regional project that 
promotes less toxic 
pest control practices



 

Factsheets on specific 
pests and ways to 
manage without 
hazardous chemicals



 

Website includes an 
“Ask the Expert” 
feature



 

Store Partnership





Other Regional Collaborations



 

Training workshops


 

Cooling Tower P2


 

Cyanide Sources


 

Bringing P3S Home



 

Group product buys


 

FOG scrapers


 

Digital thermometers



 

Group print runs


 

FOG Restaurant posters


 

Grow It!/Clean It! guides



Benefits of a Regional P2 Approach



 

Sharing of information and ideas


 

“Don’t reinvent the wheel!”



 

Good value for the money


 

Coordinated regional outreach 
messages increase impressions



 

Agencies can include BAPPG 
activities in their P2 annual reports



Contact Information

Karin North, City of Palo Alto
Karin.North@cityofpaloalto.org
650-494-7629

Sharon Newton, City of San Jose
Sharon.Newton@sanjoseca.gov
408-277-5695 

mailto:Karin.North@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Sharon.Newton@sanjoseca.gov
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