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About this Newsletter

This is the first of what we hope will be many annual
newsletters that will communicate the great work that
the Bay Area Pollution Prevention Group (BAPPG) is
doing. This newsletter was created by Melody LaBella
(Central Contra Costa Sanitary District (CCCSD)) and
Karin North (City of Palo Alto).

About the BAPPG

In addition to providing a meaningful avenue for
sharing information, exchanging ideas and
coordinating regional projects among wastewater
agencies, the BAPPG implements BACWA'’s Pollution
Prevention/Public Information Program. BAPPG is
comprised of 43 wastewater agencies that discharge
primarily into San Francisco Bay. BAPPG’s mission is
to coordinate dischargers’ pollution prevention (P2)
activities in order to reduce the amount of toxic
pollutants discharged into San Francisco Bay and local
waterways.

BAPPG manages regional P2 projects that cover
source identification, source control and public
education. BAPPG coordinates activities with regional
organizations and workgroups such as the Bay Area
Stormwater Management Agencies Association
(BASMAA), Regional Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) Workgroup and the BACWA/BASMAA Regional
Media Relations Committee.

Recognition for BAPPG’s 06/07 Projects

Throughout 2007, the BAPPG has received several
awards to recognize the great work that we have
accomplished. In April 2007, the BAPPG’s May 2006
“Safe Medicine Collection Event” received a 2007
Environmental Award for Outstanding Achievement
from the US EPA, Region 9.

In September 2007, the BAPPG received one of the
first ever Dr. Teng-Chung Wu P2 Awards from the
Regional Water Quality Control Board for creating and
holding our December 2006 workshop “Creating a
Dental Amalgam Program.”

In October 2007, the BAPPG received an Outstanding
Comprehensive Conservation Management Plan
(CCMP) Implementation Project Award from the
Friends of the San Francisco Estuary for the BAPPG’s
Pharmaceutical Collection Programs for both residents
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and medical facilities. This award was presented at
the 8" biennial State of the Estuary Conference.
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Pictured above are the awards BAPPG received in 2007 — from left:
US EPA 2007 Environmental Award, 2007 Regional Board Dr. Wu
P2 Award and 2007 Outstanding CCMP Implementation Project from
the Friends of the Estuary.

BAPPG Leadership

In 2006/2007, Melody LaBella (CCCSD) served as the
Chair of the BAPPG; Karin North (Palo Alto) served as
the Vice Chair and Meg Gale (San Francisco Public
Utilities Commission (SF PUC)) served as recorder.
The San Francisco Regional Water Quality Control
Board continues to support BAPPG by providing a
liaison at all BAPPG meetings — their Pollution
Prevention Program Manager Heather Ottaway.

08/09 Rate Increase for Annual Dues

Due to the increased focus on pollution prevention
requirements in renewed NPDES Permits, causing a
greater demand for P2 projects, the BAPPG will
increase its annual rates next fiscal year. BAPPG has
not increased fees for 5 years, so many recent BAPPG
projects have been financially supplemented by some
of the larger BAPPG agencies.

BAPPG'’s original flow-proportional rate structure was
developed by Regional Board staff many years ago.
The 08/09 rate increase will be based on the original
flow-proportional numbers. The new rate structure will
impose a minimum fee of $500 to be a BAPPG
member (typically applies to agencies less than 5
MGD). All other agency fees will see a 15% increase
to their annual dues.

06/07 BAPPG Projects

The following pages describe the projects completed
by the BAPPG in fiscal year 2006/2007.




Mercury Reduction Projects

“Creating a Dental Amalgam Program” \%;3:

Workshop — December 14, 2006 i
Project Manager: Karin North (Palo Alto)
(Budget $12,000 provided in kind by City of Palo Alto)

In response to the passing of the mercury TMDL in
August 2006, the BAPPG and the California Water
Environment Association organized and held a very
successful one-day workshop entitled “Creating a Dental
Amalgam Program” on December 14, 2006. The goal of
this workshop was to provide wastewater agencies with
the tools and knowledge to start their own Dental
Amalgam Programs, with the overall goal of reducing the
mercury loading to the San Francisco Bay by Bay Area
wastewater treatment plants.

The workshop was well attended by 88 people who
represented 45 agencies and businesses in Northern
California; 60% of the BAPPG agencies were
represented at the workshop. Attendees received a
workbook that included a CD that contained a literature
review on dental programs locally and nationally. This
contains the most complete national reference material
summary to date on the subject.

The biggest success of the workshop is that numerous
agencies are now in the process of developing dental
programs, using the information they received during this
workshop. In addition, this project received the Dr.
Teng-Chung Wu P2 Awards from the Regional Water
Quality Control Board.

Bay Area Regional Mercury Thermometer &
Collection Event

Project Manager: Jen Jackson (EBMUD)
(Budget $8,322)

From May-July 2007, the BAPPG coordinated a regional
collection event for mercury thermometers and other
mercury-containing devices. Together, 20 participating
agencies and organizations collected 4,264
thermometers, 21 thermostats and 16 pounds of bottled
elemental mercury at 30 one-day and ongoing events for
a total of 9.43 kg of mercury — an amount equivalent to
more than half the annual mercury load allocation given
to Bay Area wastewater agencies in the mercury TMDL.

Project Manager Jen Jackson coordinated this regional
effort by organizing and developing regional advertising
and outreach materials, developing a regional website
and phone number with all event dates, hours and
locations. As a result of this collaboration, several
agencies that previously had no experience in
conducting thermometer exchanges are now continuing
to do them on their own.

Working regionally also leveraged regional advertising
from additional agencies outside BAPPG, including
$3,000 from the Alameda Countywide Clean Water
Program and $4,875 from the San Francisco
Department of the Environment. The ad below, created
by CCCSD, appeared in 11 Bay Area newspapers.
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Bring us your glass mercury fever thermometer
and exchange it for a digital thermometer.*
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Find a mercury thermometer exchange
location near you by visiting
www.BayWise.infe or by calling 1-888-BayWise.
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Amalgam Separator List Update
Project Manager: Meg Gale (SF PUC)
(Budget $2,500)

As part of its mercury source control efforts, SFPUC
created and maintained a list of ISO pre-approved dental
amalgam separator units. In 2006, BAPPG took on the
role of maintaining this list for the benefit of its member
agencies that need to implement such programs to
achieve the mercury reductions required in the mercury
TMDL for the Bay Area.

Technical consultant Tom Barron, PE, was hired to
update the amalgam separator list. This update includes
units offered by four manufacturers who provided the
following:

e Completed questionnaire form;

e Product brochures, installation instructions and
operations manual;

e Current ISO-11143 test results by an accredited
laboratory showing that the unit has an amalgam
removal efficiency of at least 95%; and

e Quality assurance certificate showing that units now
being sold have been independently verified to be
the same as those tested in the laboratory.

Future editions of the separator list are expected to
include units from additional manufacturers that are
currently having updated tests performed on their
equipment.
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Fats, Oils and Grease and Sanitary Sewer Overflow Reduction Projects

Spanish Radio Outreach

Project Managers: Bruce Frisbey (City of San Jose)
Norm Domingo (South Bayside System Authority)
(Budget $10,000)

The BAPPG conducted its 10" year of radio outreach to
the Spanish-speaking population in the Bay Area. The
focus of our Spanish radio outreach is to encourage the
proper disposal of kitchen fats, oils and grease in the
trash, rather than down the drain. Radio ads, that
featured a dialogue between a husband and wife
cleaning up after dinner, were aired on KSOL (99.1 FM),
which delivers total nine county San Francisco metro
coverage — from Napa and Sonoma in the north to Santa
Clara in the south to Contra Costa and Alameda in the
east. KSOL ranks #1 for Hispanic listeners and is a top
5 radio station in the Bay Area (English radio included).

Our 60-second Spanish outreach commercials aired on
KSOL between November 20 and December 17, 2006,
to provide outreach for the winter holiday use and
disposal of FOG, focusing on large volumes of
residential FOG such as in turkey fryers. According to
Arbitron radio ratings, KSOL averaged 366,100 Bay
Area Hispanic listeners (age 12+) daily at the time of the
campaign. The campaign yielded 21 sixty-second on-air
commercial spots each week of the campaign and 85
campaign spots over four weeks.

FOG Scraper Production
Project Manager: Peter Fong, City of Benicia
(Budget $5,000)

In 2006/2007, the BAPPG completed a project to
produce commercial-grade scrapers for agencies
distribute to food service facility staff, during
pretreatment inspections, to encourage workers to
dispose of kitchen grease in the trash, rather than down
a drain. EBMUD provided the graphics for the scrapers
and BACWA's logo was added (see below).
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BAPPG agencies were given the choice to pay an
additional set-up fee to include their own agency logo.
BAPPG agencies were also given the option of ordering
additional scrapers beyond their BAPPG allotment. A
total of 32,459 scrapers were produced as a result of this
project.

Sanitary Sewer Overflow Flyer to Plumbers
Project Manager: Melody LaBella (CCCSD)

(No budget allocated — in-kind services provided by
CCCSD)

To assist Bay Area collection system agencies in
fulfilling a requirement of their Sewer System Master
Plans, the BACWA Collection System Committee was
charged with creating an outreach piece to plumbers and
building contractors to educate them about and
potentially reduce sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs)
caused by their actions. The BACWA Collection System
Committee approached BAPPG in December 2006 for
assistance in preparing this brochure. The brochure
highlighted below represents the collaboration between
the Collection System Committee and the BAPPG.

Plumbers & Sewer Contractors:
Your Actions Can Prevent
Sanitary Sewer Overflows!

What are Sanitary Sewer Overflows or $50s7

SS50s discharge urireated o partislly teated human and
rviustial vaste, debris and dissase-Causing organisms
fram the santsry sewer onto the ground nesr and infa
hamas and petantialy into creeks, fvers, akes o streams.

What are the impacts of $50s?
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costs to reimburse (mesurpubhc apenciss for clean-up
fforts and reguiatory penalies.

Who Do I Call to Avoid an 5507
Help us help you...

If you require our free assistance to help clear
10t bals, gresse biockages and other debs

B Remove reot balls, gresse biockages and ary cther frare & msh 3éuear g ko provent an S50 o
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When constructing sewer lateraks:
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B Avoid offset joints — Nswa ts make sewer lines
wadnerabie to Foot infrusion & grease accurmlation,
Cause ckris hang s drcl miake s harder to
an. Property bed your joints and don'thammer tap.
B Inthe CCCSD service area. conact cur Permit
Counter fee 8 oppropots consinecton specs o
(825) 226737

“Reducing Sanitary Sewer Overflows
through Fats, Oils and Grease Control”

Workshop

Project Manager: Melody LaBella (CCCSD)

(No budget allocated; in-kind services provided by
CCCSD)

BAPPG co-sponsored the March 13, 2007 workshop
titted, “Reducing Sanitary Sewer Overflows through Fats,
Oils and Grease (FOG) Control” with EBMUD and the
BACWA Collection System Committee. Project
Manager Melody LaBella contributed by assisting with
the design of the workshop flyer and by getting the word
out about the workshop.
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Miscellaneous P2 Projects

Copper Plumbing Outreach ﬁ\\\
Project Manager: Karin North (City of Palo Alto)@
(Budget $1,000) ="

This on-going BAPPG project targets the Bay Area
Apprenticeship Program at the Pipe Trades Council,
which has incorporated information on BMPs for copper
plumbing into their permanent curriculum that focuses on
Environmental Issues relating to the Pipe Trades. The
resulting presentation provides information on preventing
copper pollution from corrosion related to plumbing
design and installation, and includes fact sheets that
address design and installation best management
practices to prevent copper corrosion. The copper
pollution prevention message is now part of the Pipe
Trades Council’s annual apprenticeship training.

Barbara Kusha with Morrison & Associates was again
hired to coordinate additional presentations throughout
2006/2007. In 2006, BAPPG staff presented to 3 of the
Plumbers Unions, which included: UAL 343 (Napa and
Solano Counties), UAL 467 (San Mateo County) and
UAL 393 Santa Clara County.

Website Development and Maintenance
Project Manager: Karin North (City of Palo Alto)

In 2006/2007, Project Manager Karin North made great
strides in developing BAPPG’s websites. Karin arranged
for the purchase of the host name www.BAPPG.org,
which has been programmed to redirect to BAPPG’s
page on the BACWA.org website. This website is being
developed for use by BAPPG members. Karin, with
assistance from Larry Walker & Associates (funded by
the City of Palo Alto), gathered a comprehensive listing
and artwork (if appropriate) for BAPPG’s past products
and uploaded them to BAPPG’s page on BACWA's
website to make them available to members.

Progress was made on www.BayWise.info — a website
that has been shared by BACWA and BASMAA.
Beginning in 2006, the BAPPG has used this website in
conjunction with regional outreach projects (such as the
Regional Mercury Thermometer Collection Event) —
updating the site with relevant information and providing
residents with an avenue for getting additional
information. The BAPPG plans to have the BayWise site
redesigned in 2007/2008, with financial support from
BACWA and BASMAA.

IBAYWISE.INF&

Website links to protect your ereeks, rivers, watershed and Bay

Regional IPM Campaign — Our Water Our
World

Project Manager: Jennifer Kaiser (Vallejo Sanitation &
Flood Control District) (Budget $10,000)

The IPM Partnership, our joint project with BASMAA,
completed its o year of the regional Our Water, Our
World (OWOW) promotion of less-toxic pest control. In
2006/2007, this promotion ran in over 170 Bay Area
hardware stores and nurseries (over 300 statewide),
including all Bay Area Orchard Supply Hardware stores.
The following work products were accomplished in
2006/2007:

e Funding of the OWOW website, including the “Ask-
the-Expert” feature was assumed from a state grant
and the site upgraded

e The last of the 15 English-version fact sheets were
translated into Spanish

e All 30 fact sheets were reviewed and most were
updated

e Less-toxic products were evaluated and current
product lists produced

e Trade shows were staffed — providing information
directly to industry representatives regarding less-
toxic pest control products

e Magazine ads (shown below) branding the OWOW
Program ran in Sunset and Bay Nature Magazines

Got Bugs? Gel:Answers!

Choose less-toxic products
for a healthy home and garden.

Look for
this symbol
before you buy

For questions or more information about the
BAPPG, contact:

BAPPG Chair Melody LaBella (CCCSD)
mlabella@centralsan.dst.ca.us

BAPPG Vice Chair Karin North (Palo Alto)
Karin.North@cityofpaloalto.org
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