Summary in English of Audiotape in Spanish

Program: La Voz del Pueblo

Radio station KSOL-FM

Bay Area Pollution

The program starts with the host, Marimar Reyes, welcoming the guest, Ms. Roxana Lacarra (sp.), Supervisor for Environmental Protection for the City of Sunnyvale, California. The topic is wastewater and what it is, where it comes from and where it ends up. Ms. Lacarra begins by explaining what wastewater is, and that there are approximately 26 treatment plants in the Bay Area. She states that they are all slightly different, and treat the water depending on the source.

The host asks how the water is treated. Ms. Lacarra explains that the treatment plants remove solids, bacteria, and organic material, and after several steps the water comes out clean, clear and fit for re-use . The host and Ms. Lacarra discuss the fact that it is a sort of recycling of the water. It’s employed in landscaping and other uses. She mentions that the water is just as clear as the water from the tap. She also clarifies that water, residue and other materials thrown into the city storm drains and sewers don’t go to the plants but to the Bay, untreated. The host gently encourages the Hispanic audience to be more careful of what they throw into sewers. Ms. Lacarra says that this stems from a lack of knowledge.  

Next, the women go into a discussion of toxic materials such as motor oil, pesticides and the like. Ms. Lacarra mentions that throwing these materials into both types of drains or the toilet could damage specific plant processes, especially some that utilize biological methods. She goes on to encourage their disposal at the several special collection centers that can deal with these materials. Ms. Lacarra says that the majority of plants are not equipped to deal with them, and if everyone dumps them into the sewers they will end up in the Bay. Paint is also another type of these materials that can be recycled and turned into something else and useful.

The host and Ms. Lacarra next discuss how to find places where these materials can be recycled. Ms. Lacarra suggests looking them up in the Yellow Pages, or inquiring with the company that does the waste collection for the neighborhood. Household Hazardous Waste Disposal sites are located in almost every city.

The host then asks what the Sunnyvale treatment plant offers in terms of citizen education. Ms. Lacarra begins by saying that they offer public tours, informational pamphlets (many of them in Spanish) on topics such as pesticides. In terms of educating children to respect and protect the environment, Ms. Lacarra says that they go to schools and there is age-appropriate material for them to learn about the topic. The women discuss that it’s important to start from childhood, especially because the Bay receives millions of gallons of waste water daily. This is the habitat of many fish and other animals which we may eat at some point, and which could be poisoned and cause us harm. 

The women then discuss newspaper and other reports on Bay pollution and the host asks Ms. Lacarra about the rates of pollution in animals from the Bay.  She responds that these animals accumulate pesticides, mercury, which is highly toxic, and if, for example, we throw away a thermometer that breaks, it may poison a fish that one may consume later. She adds that one may not necessarily become sick the next day if one eats only one, but if a person consumes a lot of fish, s/he can accumulate the poison little by little, just like the fish does.

The host asks Ms. Lacarra if there have been any problems reported with the treatment plants because of these toxic materials. She responds that there have been none because all these plants work very hard to protect the environment and eliminate pollution in the Bay. She also adds that they have done quite a lot in the last 30 years to eliminate it. Many of these plants did not exist 30 years ago, and the result is that we have a Bay that is relatively healthy. There is a lot less pollution now. The host asks then how does the Bay Area compare in terms of rate of pollution to other areas of the United States. Ms. Lacarra says that, in comparison with other areas that have heavy industries like petroleum and such, the Bay Area is much cleaner, and that there was much that wasn’t known about this topic before, but that this doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t continue with the efforts to improve it even more.

The host asks where persons that live in an area of heavy industry or where toxic materials are processed can call if they feel that this is affecting the environment. Can they call the police or 911 or where? Ms. Lacarra explains that in case of an emergency, if fire or smoke or something that seems toxic is detected, 911 is indeed the number to call. She then explains that she supervises 7 persons who go to industries and check what they’re doing, what toxic materials are being used, and how they’re being disposed of or if they’re being properly recycled. They take care that they’re not being dumped into the sewers, where they would end up at a treatment plant where they could not be processed. Ms. Lacarra mentions that she’s very proud that in her work of 15 years she has been careful to protect the plants and the environment by regulating how industries manage their materials. The host then sums up, saying that the public then can call the police if they notice something potentially dangerous or suspicious. The police will then notify the departments that can take care of it. The host asks Ms. Lacarra how frequently these inspectors go. Ms. Lacarra says that it varies according to the industry, the size and that federal law requires them to inspect them and take samples of what they’re discarding. She mentions that some industries sometimes don’t even know that the inspectors are present taking samples. The host suggests that this may keep them on their toes.

The host asks when information campaigns about the environment take place, and when Environmental Protection Month is. Ms. Lacarra mentions that it’s either in August or September. She talks about Earth Day and Coastal Cleanup Day. 

The host says that they have started their campaign today, and encourages the audience to protect the environment and not be lax about it. The women say that we may lose something that may not be recoverable. The host mentions the damage that we’re doing to our animals, our flora and fauna, and what we can do to fix this situation. 

The show ends with Ms. Lacarra encouraging the audience to call her if they would like a tour of the facilities and gives a phone number.
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