Environment Spot

Son:  
Hey Dad! This thermometer has a chip in it.

Papa:
We’d better be careful about how we get rid of it.  It’s full of mercury, and mercury is a problem in our creeks and the Bay.

Son:  But Papa, how can just one thermometer affect the Bay?

Papa:
 There are millions of people in the Bay Area.  When you combine our little bit with millions of others, a lot of mercury from things like thermometers, toys, and  batteries, can end up in the Bay.

Son:  How do we make sure that doesn’t happen?

Papa:
First, we can buy products that don’t contain mercury. Then, we can keep mercury wastes out of the trash or the sewers.  The mercury gets into the air or the water and, it’s against the law.  And finally, we can call 1(888) BAY-WISE to find out where to dispose of things with mercury in them!

Son:  It’s everyone’s job to keep mercury out of our water.  Let’s call 1 (888) BAY-WISE right now.

Announcer: This public service announcement is brought to you by the Bay Area Pollution Prevention Group. 

Human Health Spot

Son:  
Hey Dad!  Can I look at that old heater control you took out.

Papa:
It contains mercury son.  Touching or breathing mercury can damage internal organs, cause brain damage, and even affect unborn babies. 

Son:
At school we learned that mercury is a problem in our creeks and the Bay too.  It can get into fish and people and build up. 

Papa:
 That’s right! We need to dispose of anything that contains mercury carefully.  Batteries, heater controls, and even toys can contain mercury.

Son:  We need a plan to keep our family and the Bay safe from mercury contamination.

Papa:
Okay. We’ll buy products that don’t contain mercury, we’ll keep mercury wastes out of the trash or the sewers, and we’ll call 1(888) BAY-WISE to find out where to dispose of things with mercury in them!

Announcer: Keep your family safe and keep mercury out of the Bay.  To find out how, Call 1 (888) BAY-WISE.   This public service announcement is brought to you by the Bay Area Pollution Prevention Group. 

