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November 14. 2001


Dear Wastewater Professional:

The San Francisco Bay Area Pollution Prevention Group has developed a package of materials to assist POTW Pretreatment and Pollution Prevention Programs with their efforts to educate dentists regarding the impacts of mercury on the environment, sources of mercury in a dental office and ways to reduce discharges of mercury containing dental amalgam.  The following items are included on this CD:

· Environmentally Responsible Dentistry presentation.  4 versions of varying length of a Powerpoint presentation titled “Environmentally Responsible Dentistry” have been developed for presentation to a group of dentists (e.g., at a local dental society meeting). Teresa Pichay of the California Dental Association will assist you in contacting the dental society section in your area to set up a presentation.  Her contact information is found at the end of this letter.  In addition to the slides, there is a script that can be used on the notes page of each slide.  If you are not comfortable presenting this information yourself, the authors of the presentation (Betsy Elzufon and Tom Barron) are available to assist you.  Their contact information is found at the end of this letter. The presentation includes information on the environmental impacts of mercury, sources of mercury to water, sources of mercury in a dental office, recommended BMPs to manage mercury containing amalgam wastes, and treatment devices. While 4 packaged presentations are available, you can also edit the presentation to suit your agency’s individual needs. The file names are

· CDA full length – This presentation was developed to be presented at the California Dental Association annual conference and should take an hour to 90 minutes to present.  You may also choose slides from this presentation to add to one of the other shorter presentations.

· BAPPG medium - This presentation takes 45 minutes to an hour to present.  Some of the more detailed information from the full length presentation has been removed.

· BAPPG short – This presentation is intended to take 20 minutes to a half hour and covers the same topics as the medium presentation

· BAPPG bmp only - This presentation is intended to take about 15 minutes.  The topic of treatment devices (amalgam separators) has been taken out of the presentation.  This may serve as a good introduction of the issues and recommended practices for dentists that have not been exposed to this topic previously.  It can also be used when you have a very limited amount of time available

· Silver and Amalgam Best Management Practices Inspection and Facilitation Form.  This is a checklist that can be used to facilitate a site visit to a dental office and to record information on waste management practices and amalgam use in a dental practice. This is provided as a Word document to allow you to edit it to suit your particular needs. For example, if you do not wish to map out the plumbing details of the dental offices in your service area, you can delete questions having to do with cuspidors and vacuum systems.
· Facilitation Tips.  This sheet provides a description of the Facilitation Form, some suggestions on how to use it and pictures of various dental office features to assist wastewater professionals in conducting a dental office site visit.
· Set a Shining Example.  This PDF file is a flyer/ fact sheet that can be provided to dental practices that lists recommended BMPs and provides contact information for Bay Area amalgam recyclers.  You can bring it with you on a site visit or hand it out at the end of the presentation.
· Mercury Amalgam Treatment Technologies for Dental Offices.  This PDF file provides information to the wastewater professional on dental office features and amalgam separators and treatment devices. You may want to use this information to create a handout on amalgam separator vendors to distribute after a presentation or at a site visit.   
For more information on any of the items included in this CD, you may contact:

Betsy Elzufon

Larry Walker Associates

Davis, CA  

530-753-6400

betsye@lwa.com
Tom Barron

Civil Engineer

Lafayette, CA

925-283-8121

tsbarron@attglobal.net
Stephanie Hughes (BAPPG Project Coordinator)

Palo Alto Regional Water Quality Control Plant

Palo Alto, CA

650-617-3165

Stephanie_Hughes@city.palo-alto.ca.us 

For help contacting and working with your local dental society, you may contact:

Teresa Pichay

California Dental Association

Sacramento, CA

916-443-0505

teresap@cda.org 
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