	Tailgate Safety Topic – Mercury (Hg)
What is it? - silver colored liquid. (Approx. 1 teaspoon weighs 70 grams).

Why is it a problem? – Hg is a nerve toxin that is harmful to people and the environment. 

Where does Hg come from? Approximately 2/3 comes from human-made sources: 

· Fluorescent lamps - (100 lamps contain about 4 grams of Hg).
· Hg Switches - (1 contains about 3.5 grams of Hg).
· Thermostats - (1 contains about 3 grams of Hg).
· Thermostat probes

· Gauges

· Relays

· Hg Vapor Lamps

· Metal Halide Lamps

· High Pressure Sodium Lamps

· Neon Lamps

· Manometers 

· Thermometers
· Laboratory Solutions
· Dental Amalgam
AND

· Coal Burning Power Plants

· Incinerators (& Landfills)

· Volcanoes

· Forest Fires
	
	Safety Concern: Handle & dispose of products containing Hg so none of the mercury is released to the air, water or the land.

What to Do with:
Lamps:

· Fluorescent

· Hg Vapor

· Metal Halide

· High Pressure Sodium

· Neon

1. Do NOT Break or Crush

2. If broken, store in sealed container (pick up spilled powder & add to sealed container; do not breath in any dust)

3. Contact County/State Environmental office, or Solid Waste office for nearest recycling facility.

Switches, Relays, Thermostats, Probes, Gauges & Manometers:

1. Remove part (Do NOT Break)

2. Store in covered air tight container 

3. Label Container - Hg Waste for Recycling

4. Contact County/State Environmental office, or Solid Waste office for nearest recycling facility.

Track:

· Date of Shipment

· Amount of waste

· Location shipped from & Destination of shipment
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