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The following information was provided by the Naval Dental Research Institute Website www.dentalmercury.com (Journal of Dental Research 78:207 #814, 1999).

Some dental vacuum line cleansers can solubilize mercury from amalgam particles.  When choosing a cleanser, read the label carefully to ensure that it does not contain any oxidizing agents, which could increase the level of mercury in the wastewater discharged to the sanitary sewer.  

The following table includes the results of a fourteen-day study conducted by the Naval Dental Research Institute.  The study demonstrated that some line cleansers could dissolve the mercury from amalgam particles, thereby impacting the level of mercury entering the sanitary sewer.
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