	Collection Systems Committee Report to BACWA Board
	Collection Systems Committee Meeting on: 11/12/15

Executive Board Meeting Date: 11/20/15
Committee Chair: Lenny Rather


Committee Request for Board Action:  None
18 attendees

	Discussions with Regional Water Board Staff
· New staff – Mary Boyd has replaced Claudia Villacorta at the Regional Water Board.
· Water Board Priorities – Collections systems should look for pressure towards continued reduction in SSOs through aggressive O&M, hot spot strategies for SSOs due to blockages, and adequate rehabilitation.  The Regional Water Board is looking for accurate and complete reporting including volume estimates and timely CIWQS certification.
· Private Sewer Lateral Ordinance Agency List – In 2014, Claudia Villacorta had put together a list of agencies with ordinances requiring inspection and repair of laterals by homeowners, triggered by sale, remodel or other soft triggers. Lorien Fono circulated the list to the collection system committee and partially updated it, but Regional Water Board staff are looking for more details, and information about more agencies. They also want to make sure that agencies with such ordinances are enforcing them. BACWA will work with the Regional Water Board to develop an online survey to distribute to members. Water Board staff stressed that this effort is only informational, and they do not plan to impose private sewer lateral ordinances or other I/I programs.
The Regional Water Board considers the existence of such ordinances in assessing penalties, and may give discounts to agencies with adopted ordinances.  There will be a discussion about sewer lateral ordinances in the Executive Officer’s Report to the Board at the November 18 Regional Water Board meeting: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/board_info/agendas/2015/November/4_ssr.pdf
· Mandatory Minimum Penalties to curtail third-party lawsuits for SSOs – Regional Water Board staff have reconsidered this issue following review of a draft white paper from UC Berkeley that has not yet been made public.  Previously they felt that these protections prevented the public from exercising a right that is granted to them by law, but upon review, the issue can be framed as protecting agencies that are good performers so that they can use their resources to continue their work without the distraction and cost from litigations.  The Regional Water Board would like to hear from the Committee what metrics should define a “good performers”
· CWEA Certification – The Regional Water Board has been providing penalty discounts for agencies with a high level of operation certification.
· The Regional Water Board is collecting input on how they can improved future audits and inspections

	El Nino Preparation Round Table

There was a round table discussion on the steps agencies are taking to prepare for El Niño. Some key/common points:

· Agencies are cleaning out bottlenecks, and moving debris out of the sewer instead of pushing it downstream

· Coordination with stormwater agencies is important, since clogged culverts will cause flooding, which in turn leads to sanitary sewer infiltration.
· Education of public safety personnel to not pop manholes to relieve flooding

· Offering assistants to residents who may not be able to clean out their own drainage areas

· Duplicating infrastructure to provide redundancy in case a storm takes out some equipment

· One tip that was shared, that crews may not be aware of, is that a lateral will drain even if the sewer main is surcharged, so it’s still worth inspecting laterals in case of backups into homes.
· Discussion about how there is often confusion regarding whether stormwater or sanitary sewers are blocked in the cased of flooding

· The State Water Board and some Regions (8 and 9) have circulated a letter to collection systems, warning them that El Nino conditions should not be considered a “free pass” to allow SSOs.

	Diquat Dibromide Comment Letter

The use of diquat dibromide for root control in collection systems was omitted from the initial EPA’s documentation during registration review. BACWA is seeking feedback from Collection Systems Committee members on this draft BACWA letter, which notes that omission and then asks for clear language on the label to protect treatment plant operations and collection system workers.

	News Items

· Lenny Rather distributed the WEF Private Property Infiltration and Inflow Fact Sheet. There was a discussion about how some residents will drain flooded backyards using their lateral cleanout.

· Union Sanitary District has been investigating the cause of a sinkhole.

	Announcements of Upcoming Training, Conferences, and Meetings

· Sewer Summit 2015 – Attendees reported in was a good conference. It is free to CSRMA members. 
· CWEA Bay Section – December 2 Technical Certification Program Meeting
· Maintenance Superintendents Association Meeting - Sept 5-9, 2016 at the Berkeley Marina
· BACWA Annual Meeting – January 15, Boy Scouts Counsel, San Leandro

	Next Collection System Committee Meeting

Our next committee meeting will be held on January 13, at 1:30 PM, at the Boy Scouts facility in San Leandro.  The committee will review the memo that was submitted to the Regional Water Board in 2014 on protection from third party lawsuits, and refine the proposal on the metrics that are used to define a well performing collection system.  Depending on the weather, there will also be a round table discussion on the impact of winter storms


